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May 17, 2026           ​                      ​           The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. If you are a guest or visitor 
with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with us again. 
Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Werner, and we hope to see you 
again soon. 

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter. As the Music for 
Meditation begins, you are invited to join in quiet, preparation time for worship. 
Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 
after the service, speak to one another. 
 

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (pg. 151) 
Opening Hymn: 501 “Come Down, O Love Divine” 
Hymn of the Day: 493 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  
Distribution Hymn: 724 “If God Himself Be for Me” 
Distribution Hymn: 763 “When Peace, like a River” 
Distribution Hymn: 782 “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” 
Distribution Hymn: 708 “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” 
Closing Hymn: 461 “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 
 

Prayer Requests 
Please text or call Pastor Werner at (612) 716-4753 to submit prayer requests. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Angie Reinert, Loren Bott, JoAnn Ohlde, & Gladys Stone (nursing home);  
Annette Bott (cancer); Ruth Henderson (recovering from surgery); Kelly Voelker 
(upcoming open heart surgery) 
 

 
Acolyte today - Briette Bott​​ Acolyte May 24th - Grace Meier 
Ushers today - *Aiden Sweet, Emitt Tiemeyer, Zac Hiltgen, & Dylan Ohlde 
Ushers May 24th - *Conner Ohlde, Mason Tiemeyer, Noah Thalmann, & Kingston Voelker 
Fellowship Hour LYF serving today & May 24th - Greyson Ohlde & Lucious Petesch 

Upcoming Events 

May 17​ 9:30 a.m.  Divine Service with Holy Communion 
​ ​ 10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class 
 

May 24​ 9:30 a.m.  Divine Service with Holy Communion 
​ ​ 10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class 
 

May 31​ 9:30 a.m.  Divine Service with Holy Communion 
​ ​ 10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class 

​ ​  

Announcements 

●​ LCMS Memory Verse Challenge: John 1:12 - “To all who did receive Him, who 
believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.”  

 

●​ St. John has $35,900.00 left to match in the Linn Lutheran Endowment matching 
program for 2026. The matching program runs until Dec. 15, 2026. 

 

●​ Ladies – (re)develop or strengthen a daily habit of Bible reading with the 21 chapters of 
John! We’ll meet one hour every Monday evening, June 8, 15, 22, and 29, time tbd. 
Emphasis will be on developing the habit of bible reading, overcoming common 
challenges, reading methods, tools, and group encouragement. Text or call Martha 
Hornbostel for more details and to sign up. (785) 747-7410 

 

●​ Linn Lutheran School News: 
○​ Sun., June 7th - 1:00 p.m.  Association Meeting at Zion to discuss forming a Long 

Term Planning Committee for Linn Lutheran School. 
○​ Wed., May 20th - 8:30 a.m. Chapel at Zion with Pastor Werner 
○​ Wed., May 20th - 6:30 p.m. Preschool/8th Grade Graduation at Zion. 12 

preschoolers and 12 8th graders will be graduating; 1st-8th graders are singing; 
cupcake/cookie reception follows in the basement. 

○​ Thurs., May 21st - LAST Day of School - 10:45 a.m. Closing Chapel at Zion; 11:30 
a.m. dismissal - NO BUSES; parents pick up kids; no lunch served. 

 

As We Gather…      The Spirit of Truth Bears Witness to Jesus 

The Spirit of Truth bears witness to Jesus, who is the truth. But the world 
does not receive the truth. It loves its own and hates those who are of the 
truth. Just as Jesus was scorned, so is His Church. “The hour is coming when 
whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God” (John 16:2). Yet it is 
by Jesus’ suffering and death that we are saved. Therefore we rejoice to 
share in His sufferings, that we may also share in His resurrection glory (1 
Peter 4:7–14). Through the ministry of the Spirit of Truth, we are cleansed 
from the deceit of our idols and given a new heart and a new spirit, the 
heart and Spirit of Christ (Ezekiel 36:22–28). He now works in us fervent, 
self-giving love for one another, love which covers a multitude of sins, “that 
in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:11). 



THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, 
repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 
they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, according to 
Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the 
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
are asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are properly 
instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available from our 
Ushers or Elders. If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament of the Altar and our 
confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. John Werner, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 
In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as part of your 

self-examination: 

​ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

​ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from Satan and 
death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6) 

​ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6) 

​ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. (John 
3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12) 

​ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with the 
bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 
4:22-24; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; Luke 22:17-20) 

​ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

 

Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 
me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also 
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
Introit (Psalm 27:1, 11a, 12; antiphon: vv. 7a, 8b, 9a) 
 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud. Alle- | luia.* 
​ Your face, Lord, do I seek; hide not your face from me.  
​ Alle- | luia. 
 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?* 
​ The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be ​
​ afraid? 
Teach me your way, | O Lord;* 
​ give me not up to the will of my adver- | saries; 
for false witnesses have risen a- | gainst me,* 
​ and they breathe out | violence. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
​ and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
​ is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud. Alle- | luia.* 
​ Your face, Lord, do I seek; hide not your face from me.  
​ Alle- | luia. 
  
 

Collect for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, 
leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You 
promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 



Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 36:22-28 

​ 22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for 
your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, 
which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 23 And I will 
vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the 
nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I 
am the Lord, declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my holiness 
before their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the 
countries and bring you into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and 
you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse 
you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I 
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I 
will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to 
obey my just decrees. 28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and 
you shall be my people, and I will be your God.” 
 
Epistle Reading: 1 Peter 4:7-14 

​ 7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded 
for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since 
love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, 
as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 
​ 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as 
you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 
 
Gospel Reading: John 15:26-16:4 
​ 26 [Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about 
me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the 
beginning. 
​ 1 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will 
put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you 
will think he is offering service to God. 3 And they will do these things because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these things to you, that when 
their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you. 
​ “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.” 
 

Martin Luther’s Word About Today’s Gospel 

This is the comfort that Christ gives the apostles to strengthen their faith 
(which they certainly needed) about their preaching and confession of Him. By 
so doing, He promises to His whole Church that after His resurrection and 
ascension the Word or preaching of the Holy Spirit will always (as long as He 
sits at the right hand of the Father) be heard through the apostles and their 
successors and that this testimony will remain in the world, no matter who 
hears it. They are not to be concerned about who does or does not hear and 
accept it, but to know that because it is the Holy Spirit’s testimony, He will be 
and work with it so that some believe it, and that the world will be unable to 
prevent and hinder this, even though it rages against it with hatred and 
persecution. 

So in this text we are presented with a picture of what happens to the 
kingdom of Christ in the opposing kingdom of the world. This was prophesied in 
the first promise of the Gospel, when the Church had its first beginning, when 
God said to the serpent: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your seed and her Seed. He will trample your head, but you will bite 
His heel” [Gen. 3:15]. This “enmity” must always continue in the world; it 
remains a perpetual “enmity” and a perpetual fight. When Christ comes with His 
preaching and meets the serpent, he quickly begins to rage against Him and to 
bite and sting with his poisonous tongue and teeth, for he is afraid for his head. 
But he has not yet won anything and still lies under the feet of this Seed of the 
woman, who tramples on his head and continues so long that his poison and 
wrath are used up on Him, and his power comes to nothing so that he can no 
longer do any harm. 

 The comfort and victory we have in Christ is that He will nevertheless 
preserve His Church against the devil’s wrath and power. But in the meantime 
we suffer from the bites and murderous stings of the devil, which hurt our flesh 
and blood. The worst is that we must see and suffer these things from those 
who want to be and are even called “God’s children” and “the Christian Church.” 
We must learn to become accustomed to such things, for Christ Himself and all 
the saints have not had any better. 

It was also hard and painful for our first father, Adam, that he had to learn 
to understand the words “I will put enmity between you” [Gen. 3:15], etc., in his 
own children, when his firstborn son, given to him by God, struck his brother 
dead because of his sacrifice and worship [Gen. 4:3–8]. Similarly, later, the dear 
fathers Abraham, Isaac, etc., had to experience in their own houses (which then 
were the true Church) that one brother persecuted the other (even though from 
one father they had seen, learned, and received the same faith, Word of God, 
and worship) [Gen. 25:23–34; 27:41]. Therefore, it should not seem surprising or 
strange to us when we have to experience the same thing. 



Catechetical Review 

As the head of the family should teach  
it in a simple way to his household. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Introduction 
 

Our Father who art in heaven. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true 
Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and 
confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father. 
 
The First Petition 
 

Hallowed be Thy name. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that 
it may be kept holy among us also. 
 

How is God’s name kept holy? 
 

God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth 
and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives 
according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone 
who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God 
among us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father! 

 
 

Did You Know? 
 

Today is Exaudi Sunday. Exaudi comes from the Latin translation 
of the first line of the introit (Exaudi Domine), meaning “Lord, 
hear my voice.” (Psalm 27:7) It is the Sunday between Ascension 
Day and Pentecost.  

Exaudi 
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