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November 16, 2025           ​             Twenty-Second Sunday after Trinity 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. If you are a guest or visitor with us 

today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with us again. Please take the 
time to introduce yourself to Pastor Werner, and we hope to see you again soon. 

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter. As the Music for 
Meditation begins, you are invited to join in quiet, preparation time for worship. Before the 
service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you; after the service, 
speak to one another. 
 

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (pg. 151) 
Opening Hymn: 611 “Chief of Sinner Though I Be” 
Hymn of the Day: 843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 
Distribution Hymn: 845 “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 
Distribution Hymn: 559 “Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion” 
Distribution Hymn: 690 “Hope of the World” 
Distribution Hymn: 852 “O God of Mercy, God of Might” 
Closing Hymn: 802 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
 

Prayer Requests 
Please text or call Pastor Werner at (612) 716-4753 to submit prayer requests. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Angie Reinert, Lorna Heitman, Loren Bott, JoAnn Ohlde, & Gladys Stone (nursing 
home); Micah Helms (cancer) 
 

 

Acolyte today - Avery Ohlde​ ​ Acolyte Nov. 23 - Briette Bott 
Ushers today - *Daniel Nabors, Deavon Ohlde, Liam Voelker, & Cash Stunkel 
Ushers Nov. 23 - *Dylan Ohlde, Aiden Sweet, Greyson Ohlde, & Emitt Tiemeyer 
Fellowship Hour LYF serving today & Nov. 23 - Deavon Ohlde & Kingston Voelker 
Fellowship Hour LYF serving Nov. 30 & Dec. 7 - Liam Voelker & Cade Hiltgen 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Nov. 16​ 8:30 a.m.  Mixed Choir Rehearsal (new members welcome!) 
9:30 a.m.  Divine Service with Holy Communion 

​ ​ 10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School 
​ ​ 2:00 p.m.  Trap Shoot (hosted by St. John’s Men’s Club) 
​ ​ 5:30 p.m.  Adult Confirmation Class (open to congregation) 
​ ​  

Nov. 18​ 7:00 p.m.  LLS School Board Meeting 
 

Nov. 19​ 5:30 p.m.  Midweek/Confirmation 
 

Nov. 23​ 8:30 a.m.  Mixed Choir Rehearsal (new members welcome!) 
9:30 a.m.  Divine Service with Holy Communion 

​ ​ 10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School 
​ ​ 5:30 p.m.  Adult Confirmation Class (open to congregation) 

 

Announcements 

●​Please join Linn Lutheran Wed.,, Nov. 19, for Chapel at 8:30am with Pastor Koch! 
 

●​St. John LWML is hosting a congregational food drive for the Washington County 
Food Bank until November 23rd. Nonperishable food items may be placed in the 
tote in the narthex. 

 

●​ There was a clerical error this year with the 2025 Matching Funds. Therefore, St. John 
has $4040.00 left to match. Matching donations will be taken until Dec. 15, 2025, and 
if the amount is not matched, the remaining amount will go into the 4th Teacher Fund.   

 

●​LCMS memory verse challenge:  Ephesians 3:20-21 - “Now to him who is able to 
do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

As We Gather…​ ​ ​         
Walking Humbly With Our God and Forgiving One Another 

With what shall we come before the Lord (Micah 6:6) who forgives all our sins, and 
how often shall our fellow Christians sin against us and we forgive them (Matt. 18:21)? 
Our gracious God on high does not need our “burnt offerings” or “thousands of rams” 
(Micah 6:6-7), which we could legitimately offer in thanksgiving. He is the Savior who 
gave His only-begotten Son for our transgression. He offers the fruit of His body, 
once hanging dead on a cross but now living and giving life in His holy Meal, for the 
sin of our souls (Micah 6:7). Because He releases us from our enormous debt of sin 
against Him, we need not imprison our fellow sinners with our lack of love and 
refusal of forgiveness (Matt. 18:24, 27, 30). As partakers of His grace, we yearn for one 
another “with the affection of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:8). As forgiven sinners, “filled with 
the fruit of Christ’s righteousness,” our “love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and discernment” (Phil. 1:11, 9), for He leads us “to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with [our] God” (Micah 6:8). 



THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, 
repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 
they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, according to 
Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the 
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
are asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are properly 
instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available from our 
Ushers or Elders. If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament of the Altar and our 
confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. John Werner, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 
In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as part of your 

self-examination: 

​ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

​ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from Satan and 
death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6) 

​ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6) 

​ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. (John 
3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12) 

​ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with the 
bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 
4:22-24; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; Luke 22:17-20) 

​ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

 

Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 
me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also 
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Introit (Psalm 130:1–2, 7–8; antiphon: vv. 3–4) 
 

If you, O Lord, should mark in- | iquities,* 
​ O Lord, | who could stand? 
But with you there is for- | giveness,* 
​ that you | may be feared. 
Out | of the depths* 
​ I cry to you, | O Lord! 
O Lord, | hear my voice!* 
​ Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for | mercy! 
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is | steadfast love,* 
​ and with him is plentiful re- | demption. 
And he will redeem | Israel* 
​ from all his in- | iquities. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
​ and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
​ is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

If you, O Lord, should mark in- | iquities,* 
​ O Lord, | who could stand? 
But with you there is for- | giveness,* 
​ that you | may be feared. 
 
Collect for the Twenty-Second Sunday after Trinity 
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the 
devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and 
grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 



Old Testament Reading: Micah 6:6-8 
 

6 “With what shall I come before the Lord, 
​ and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
​ with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
​ with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
​ the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O man, what is good; 
​ and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
​ and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Gradual (Psalm 133:1, 3b) 
 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
​ when brothers dwell in unity! 
For the Lord has commanded the blessing, 
​ life forevermore. 
 

Epistle Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
 

​ 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer 
of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in 
my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is 
my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And 
it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge 
and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be 
pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21-35 

​ 21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, 
“I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 

​ 23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one 
was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he 
could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his 
knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released 
him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he 
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his 
fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and 
I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should 
pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 
had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.      
33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy 
on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he 
should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
 

 

 
As We Gather…​ ​ ​         

Walking Humbly With Our God and Forgiving One Another 
With what shall we come before the Lord (Micah 6:6) who forgives all our 
sins, and how often shall our fellow Christians sin against us and we forgive 
them (Matt. 18:21)? Our gracious God on high does not need our “burnt 
offerings” or “thousands of rams” (Micah 6:6-7), which we could legitimately 
offer in thanksgiving. He is the Savior who gave His only-begotten Son for 
our transgression. He offers the fruit of His body, once hanging dead on a 
cross but now living and giving life in His holy Meal, for the sin of our souls 
(Micah 6:7). Because He releases us from our enormous debt of sin against 
Him, we need not imprison our fellow sinners with our lack of love and 
refusal of forgiveness (Matt. 18:24, 27, 30). As partakers of His grace, we 
yearn for one another “with the affection of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:8). As 
forgiven sinners, “filled with the fruit of Christ’s righteousness,” our “love 
may abound more and more, with knowledge and discernment” (Phil. 1:11, 9), 
for He leads us “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
[our] God” (Micah 6:8). 



Catechetical Review 

How Christians Should Be Taught To Confess 
 

Confession 

What is the Office of the Keys? 
 

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His 
Church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold 
forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 
 

 

Where is this written? 
 

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus 
breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” (John 20:22-23) 
 

 

What do you believe according to these words? 
 

I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine 
command, in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from 
the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and 
want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ 
our dear Lord dealt with us Himself? 

 
 

Want Your Kids to Stay Christian? 
 

Families who pray and worship together tend to continue praying and 
worshiping together. The key to successful transmission of Christian faith across 
generations is not more youth groups or hipper pastors but the Holy Spirit 
working through the vocation of parenthood as parents take the time to share 
their faith with their own children...Christian parents do not catechize their 
children because social science says that catechesis works. We catechize our 
children because we are commanded to do so by God in Prov. 22; Eph. 6; Deut. 4, 
6, and 11; 1 Tim. 4; and by the very words of Christ in Matt. 19. When we fail to 
catechize our children, we sin against them, and the warning of Christ in Matt. 
18—that “it would be better for [us] to have a large millstone hung around [our] 
neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea” (v. 6)—must weigh heavily upon 
us. But nonetheless, we can be encouraged by worldly evidence that backs up 
this calling and tells us that, yes, what we do at home has an enormous impact 
on our kids’ future faith. Controlling for parental religious beliefs, the odds that 
a child will leave the Christian faith are between one third and seven times 
greater in a household with little or no in-home catechesis than in a household 
where the family has regular religious practice together. 

(Full Article: 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/february-web-only/discipleship-parenting-kids-stay-christian-home-c
atechesis.html) 

The Sunday of the Unforgiving Servant 
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