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March 21, 2021                                   Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Hayes, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
*No more Gloria or Alleluia until Easter 

Opening Hymn: 440 “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 
Hymn of the Day: 430 “My Song Is Love Unknown”     
Distribution Hymn: 718 “Jesus, Lead Thou On”
Distribution Hymn: 437 “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”
Distribution Hymn: 610 “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”
Closing Hymn: 438 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Hayes at pastor.hayes@outlook.com. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time.  

  
Raymond Ohlde, Angie Reinert, LaVon Hornbostel, Lula Stuenkel,   
Marilyn Ohlde, Loraine Oldehoeft, & Lorna Heitman (in the nursing home) 
Tiffany Snyder (cancer)    Ladonna Hornkohl (cancer) 
Robbie Oelschlager (chronic pain)  Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Camryn Beikmann 
Acolyte next Sunday - Aiden Sweet 
Ushers this Sunday - *Andrew Tiemeyer, Lance Gerleve, Tyler Ohlde, Aaron Stuenkel 
Ushers next Sunday - *John Bott, Ryan Stuenkel, Brady Kolle, & Cody Ohlde 
LYF Fellowship Hour duty today  - Ella & Eli Thalmann 
LYF Fellowship Hour duty April 11th - Ryan Stuenkel & Elijah Meier 

Upcoming Events
March 21 8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School
5:30-7:30 p.m. Linn Lutheran PTL Skating Party

March 24 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Midweek & Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Midweek Lent 5

March 26 7:00 p.m. Confirmation Questioning

March 28 8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
NO Adult Bible Class or Children’s Sunday School

Announcements
* During the Palm Sunday service next Sunday, we will also be celebrating the 

confirmation of the following six St. John 8th graders: Camryn Beikmann, Mason 
Tiemeyer, Daniel Nabors, Ayla Johnson, Ethan Bott, and Conner Ohlde. 

* The Linn Lutheran PTL Skating Party is TODAY, March 21st, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. @ 
the Rolla-Rena Skate Center (1133 6th Street in Beatrice, NE); the cost is $5.00 per 
skater. Come join us, for this popular annual event!

* Our annual Spring Cleaning is scheduled for Saturday, March 27th. Although that is 
the official day, you may clean at your convenience this week. As usual, checklists 
will be posted in each area so it is easier to know what needs to be cleaned. Please 
contact Trey Voelker at 1 (785) 447-1266 if you have any questions.

* Easter lilies can be donated for Easter Sunday (April 4th) by following these steps: 
buy your Easter lily, bring it to St. John by Friday, April 2nd, and then let Ann Ohlde 
know if it is in memory or honor of someone. You may pick up your Easter lily on 
Easter Sunday or leave it at church for enjoyment through April. Thank you!

* We have had great Sunday School attendance for the beginning of 2021! Thank 
you to all the parents who have taken turns teaching. New sign up sheets for April 
and May are on the Sunday School bulletin board so that you can choose your 
dates to teach. The remaining dates will be assigned again. There will be no Sunday 
School on Palm Sunday (Confirmation) or Easter.

* The new date for the LWML Prayer Service at Zion is Sunday, April 25th, at 2 p.m.

* Thrivent Choice Dollars: FYI – When Choice Dollars are designated for St. John, 
the entire amount stays within our church; when Choice Dollars are designated to 
Linn Lutheran, the amount of credit gets divided into half, in which St. John and 
Zion both receive equal credit.  Hopefully, this helps to clarify how the Choice 
Dollars are handled. Choice Dollars need to be designated prior to March 31st.

* This week on KFUO.org, study Mark 14 on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m.), dig 
into Colossians 1-3 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11 a.m.), and worship in 
Midweek Lenten Service and organ recital on Wednesday, 3/24, at 11 a.m. Find 
your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but 
His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen 
our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust 
His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives 
and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, according 
to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in 
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain from communing with us until 
such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available from 
our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament of the Altar 
and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. Joshua Hayes, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as part of 
your self-examination: 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from Satan and 
death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. (John 
3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with the 
bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 4:22-24; 
1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff; Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 
____________________________________________________________________________

Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life my please You. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
____________________________________________________________________________

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 

Introit (Psalm 43:3-5; antiphon: vv. 1-2a) 

Vindicate | me, O God,* 
 and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 
from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 
 For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 

Send out your light and your truth; let them | lead me;* 
 let them bring me to your holy hill and to your | dwelling! 
Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my ex- | ceeding joy,* 
 and I will praise you with the lyre, O | God, my God. 
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil  
with- | in me?* 
 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation | and my   
 God. 

Vindicate | me, O God,* 
 and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 
from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 
 For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 

Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 
people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and 
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

* To join the audio broadcast from the parking lot during the service, tune in to FM 
107.9. You may also come and listen from the parish hall, if it makes you more 
comfortable. Pastor can bring Holy Communion to you either way.



Old Testament Reading: Genesis 22:1-14 
 1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here am I.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham 
rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 
men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering 
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third 
day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go 
over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his 
hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac 
said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” 
He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a 
burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
 9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham 
built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and 
laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his 
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord 
called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here am I.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 
him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your 
son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead 
of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will 
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be 
provided.” 

Epistle Reading: Hebrews 9:11-15 
 11 When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, 
that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not 
by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, 
thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the sprinkling of defiled 
persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer 
sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
 15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has 
occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the 
first covenant. 

Gospel Reading: John 8:46-59 
 46 “Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you 
not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason 
why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 
 48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, 
but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own 
glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to 
him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the 
prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 
53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets 
died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify 
myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you 
say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were 
to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him 
and I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my 
day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet 
fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones 
to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

———————————————————————————————— 

As We Gather…          Jesus Is Our Redemption 
In the temple Jesus said, “If anyone keeps my word, he will never see 
death” (John 8:51). For Jesus came to taste death for us—to drink the 
cup of suffering to the dregs in order that we might be released from its 
power. Clinging to His life-giving words, we are delivered from death’s 
sting and its eternal judgment. Christ is our High Priest, who entered the 
Most Holy Place and with His own blood obtained everlasting 
redemption for His people (Hebrews 9:11–15). He is the One who was 
before Abraham was, and yet is his descendant. He is the promised Son 
who carries the wood up the mountain for the sacrifice, who is bound and 
laid upon the altar of the cross. He is the ram who is offered in our place, 
who is willingly caught in the thicket of our sin, and who wears the 
crown of thorns upon His head (Genesis 22:1–14). Though Jesus is 
dishonored by the sons of the devil, He is vindicated by the Father 
through the cross. 

———————————————————————————————— 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 
An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Apostles’ Creed - The Third Article 

I. The Holy Spirit (Continued) 

  The Work of the Holy Spirit 

 160. What is this work of the Holy Spirit? 
 It is called conversion (being turned) or regeneration (new birth). 
564 Psalm 51:13 - I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will turn back 

    to You. (Conversion) 
565 John 3:5-6 - Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the    

    kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to 
    flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.” (Regeneration) 

 161. Why do you say that the Holy Spirit has done this by the Gospel? 
 The Gospel is the means by which the Holy Spirit offers us all the blessings of 

Christ and creates faith in us. 
 Note: The written and spoken Word of the Gospel and the sacraments are the 

means of grace. 
566 John 17:20 - My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will   

    believe in Me through their message. 
567 Romans 10:17 - Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is   

    heard through the word of Christ. 
568 1 Corinthians 4:15 - In Christ Jesus I became your rather through the Gospel. 
569 1 Peter 1:23 - You have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of    

    imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 
570 Titus 3:5 - He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the   

    Holy Spirit. (Baptism) 
571 John 20:22-23 - With that He created on them and said, “Receive the Holy   

    Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive   
    them, they are not forgiven.” (Absolution) 

572 Matthew 26:27-28 - He took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them,   
    saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is My blood of the covenant     
    [testament], which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Lord’s   
    Supper) 
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