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April 7, 2024 Second Sunday of Easter
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. If you are a guest or visitor with us

today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with us again. Please take the
time to introduce yourself to Pastor Hayes, and we hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter. As the Music for
Meditation begins, you are invited to join in quiet, preparation time for worship. Before the
service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you; after the service,
speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (pg. 184)
Opening Hymn: 472 “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real”
Hymn of the Day: 470 “O Sons and Daughters of the King”
Distribution Hymn: 155 “This Is the Feast”
Distribution Hymn: 463 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia”
Distribution Hymn: 474 “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”
Distribution Hymn: 469 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”
Closing Hymn: 468 “I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives”

Prayer Requests
Please email prayer requests to Pastor Hayes at pastor.hayes@outlook.com.
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time.
Angie Reinert, Marilyn Ohlde, Loraine Oldehoeft, & Lorna Heitman (nursing home)
Loved ones of Pr. Gene Holtorf

Acolyte today - Piper Hiltgen
Acolyte April 14 - Sophia Hiltgen
Ushers today - *Ryan Stuenkel, Elijah Meier, Dylan Ohlde, & Greyson Ohlde
Ushers April 14 - *Aaron Stuenkel, Ethan Bott, Zac Hiltgen, & Eli Thalmann
LYF Serving for Bible Class today & April 14 - Dylan Ohlde & Mason Tiemeyer
LYF Serving for Bible Class April 21 & 28 - Ethan & Gretchen Bott

Upcoming Events
April 7 8:30 a.m. Mixed Choir Rehearsal

9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School
2-5 p.m. Respect calls in parish hall for Rev. Gene Holtorf

April 8 10:30 a.m. Funeral Service for Rev. Gene Holtorf
8:00 p.m. Men’s Club Meeting (current officers meet at 7:30)

April 10 8:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting

April 14 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School

April 21 8:30 a.m. Mixed Choir Rehearsal
9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School
~12:00 p.m. New Member Potluck followed by Quarterly Voters Mtg

Announcements
● LCMS memory verse challenge this week: 1 Corinthians 15:55 - “O death, where is your

victory? O death, where is your sting?”

● The Blessings of Marriage Seminar: Marriage comes with its own set of challenges,
whether you are newlyweds or celebrating your golden anniversary. Rev James Woelmer
(pastor at Christ Lutheran in Manhattan) will dive into the Biblical significance of marriage,
its enriching aspects, and how it enhances our understanding of Christ and the church. You
are invited to attend either April 24 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm or April 27 from 3:00-5:00 pm at
Christ Lutheran Church 4592 Green Valley Rd, Manhattan, KS. Please RSVP:
jwoelmer@gmail.com or call 785-776-2227.

● Linn Lutheran School’s 1st Grade Open House for all incoming 1st graders for the
2024-2025 school year is on Wed, April 10, at Linn Lutheran School at 6pm.

● St. Peter’s, Barnes, is inviting us to their Spaghetti Dinner TODAY, April 7, from 11 a.m. - 1
p.m. in their church basement. Proceeds go to Linn Lutheran School.

● The 2024 Middle School Huddle (MSH) will be held April 19-20 at Rock Springs 4-H
Ranch, south of Junction City. More info and registration here:
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/middle-school-events/

● This summer/fall, join fellow Lutherans and other Christians at regional LCMS marriage
enrichment seminars around Kansas! We will meditate upon God’s gift of marriage and
how we can build each other up in a world where marriage and family are under constant
assault! Dates, locations, and speakers will be announced soon. For more information,
email the KS-LCMS Parish Education Committee chair, Rev. Philip Hoppe, at
pastor@ihoppe.com.

● Save the Date.... VBS 2024 at St. John will be June 17th-21st!

● St. John has $15,656.00 left to match in the 2024 Endowment Fund Matching Program for
Linn Lutheran School. The Matching Program runs until July 15, 2024. Checks can be
mailed or dropped off at Linn Lutheran. Thank you for using the Matching Program!



THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words,
repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, according to
Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
are asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are properly
instructed.

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available from our
Ushers or Elders. If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament of the Altar and our
confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.

-Rev. Joshua Hayes, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as part of your

self-examination:

I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10)

I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from Satan and
death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6)

I desire to live as God wants me to. (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6)

I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. (John
3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12)

I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with the
bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood. (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark
4:22-24; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; Luke 22:17-20)

I forgive those who have wronged me.

Morning Prayer
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Introit (Psalm 81:1, 7a, 10, 16b; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2a)

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.

Sing aloud to | God our strength;*
shout for joy to the God of | Jacob!

In distress you called, and I de- | livered you;*
I answered you in the secret place of | thunder.

I am the | Lord your God,*
who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.

Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it;*
and with honey from the rock I would sat- | isfy you.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.

Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may
by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the

Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led
me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the
valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me,
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live,
and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound,
and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked,
and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy
to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.”
10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’
12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into
the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your
graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall
know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.”

Epistle Reading: 1 John 5:4-10
4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the

victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world
except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only
but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the
Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the
blood; and these three agree. 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of
God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son.
10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does
not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony
that God has borne concerning his Son.

Verse (Matthew 28:7b; John 20:26a, c)

Alleluia. He has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee.
Alleluia. Eight days later Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” Alleluia.

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked

where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am
sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if
you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said
to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands;
and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

As We Gather… The Wounds of Christ Give Us Life
“For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood” (1 John
5:7). These three point to Christ and flow from Christ. Jesus shows His disciples
His hands side, from which blood and water flowed, saying “Peace be with you.”
He presents the wounds which turn our fear to gladness and which restore us to
the Father. Jesus breathes on His disciples and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit”
(John 20:23). His breath, His words are Spirit and life. They raise up our dry,
dead bones and give us new and everlasting life (Ezekiel 37:1–14). Christ now
gives His ministers to speak His forgiving, Spirit-filled words to the penitent in
His stead. Our Lord continues to come to His people, presenting His wounds to
us in the Sacraments of water and blood. He bids us to touch His side at His
table, to receive His risen body and blood in true faith, that believing we may
have life in His name.



Catechetical Review
An Explanation of the Small Catechism

The Ten Commandments

The Eighth Commandment
[God’s Gift of a Good Reputation]

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell
lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but
defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.

62. What does God require of us in the Eighth Commandment?
A. We should defend our neighbor, that is, we should speak up for and

protect our neighbor from false accusations.
209 Proverbs 31:8-9 - Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,

for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend
the rights of the poor and needy.

B. We should speak well of our neighbor, that is, we should praise our
neighbor’s good actions and qualities.

Bible narratives: Jonathan spoke well of David (1 Samuel 19:4). The
people of Capernaum spoke well of the centurion (Luke 7:4-5). Jesus spoke well
of the woman who anointed Him (Mark 14:3-9).

C. We should put the best meaning on everything, that is, we should explain
our neighbor’s actions in the best possible way.
210 1 Corinthians 13:7 - [Love] always protects, always trusts, always

hopes, always preserves.
211 1 Peter 4:8 - Love covers over a multitude of sins.

Peace BeWith You

April 7, 2024
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