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April 26, 2026 The Fourth Sunday of Easter

Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. If you are a guest or visitor
with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with us again.
Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Werner, and we hope to see you
again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter. As the Music for
Meditation begins, you are invited to join in quiet, preparation time for worship.
Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

‘Liturgy - ‘Divine Service Setting One (pg. 151)
Opening Hymn: 466 “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”
Hymn of the Day: 483 “With High Delight Let Us Unite”
Distribution Hymn: 533 “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure”
Distribution Hymn: 809 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Distribution Hymn: 840 “Christ High-Ascended, Now in Glory Seated”
Distribution Hymn: 818 “In Thee Is Gladness”
Closing Hymn: 475 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”

‘Prayer ‘Requests
Please text or call Pastor Werner at (612) 716-4753 to submit prayer requests.
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time.
Angie Reinert, Loren Bott, JoAnn Ohlde, & Gladys Stone (nursing home);
Annette Bott (cancer)

Acolyte today - James Werner Acolyte May 3rd - Jase Meier
Ushers today - *Ethan Bott, Emmerich Hornkohl, Deavon Ohlde, & Cade Hiltgen
Ushers May 3rd - *Evan Bott, Ethan Bott, Greyson Ohlde, & Cash Stunkel
Fellowship Hour LYF serving today - Ben & Sam Werner

Fellowship Hour LYF serving May 3rd & 10th - Gretchen & Samuel Bott

‘Upcoming Events

Apr. 26 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Quarterly Voters’ Mtg & Children’s Sunday School

May 3 9:00 a.m. Mixed Choir Rehearsal
9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School

May 10 8:30 a.m. Men’s Chorus Rehearsal
9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class

Annpouncements

o The Werner family would like to invite you to an Open House today, April 26th,
following the Voters' Meeting. We'll have a brief Dedication, followed by snacks,
drinks, fellowship, and touring as we give God thanks for the church's parsonage.

e LCMS Memory Verse Challenge: John 17:17- “Sanctify them in the truth; your
word is truth.”

e St. John has $38,300.00 left to match in the Linn Lutheran Endowment matching
program for 2026. The matching program runs until Dec. 15, 2026.

o KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of the LCMS, shares Christ for you anytime,
anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology studies, practical
talk programs, and sacred music. Find programs on demand at kfuo.org and
wherever you get your podcasts! Find us on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, X,
and Instagram.

e CHRIST FOR YOU this week on AM850 & KFUO.org: Sharathon 2026 is finally
here, and you don’t want to miss out on the fun! Join us from Thursday, April
30th-Saturday, May 2nd for live programming, giveaways, and more! To learn
more or to make a gift to KFUO Radio, visit kfuo.org/sharathon. It is your support
that makes our work possible!

e Linn Lutheran School News:

o Wednesday, April 29th - 8:30 a.m. Chapel with Pastor Koch at Zion.

o Thursday, April 30th - 2:30 p.m. D.A.R.E. Graduation for 5th graders at the
Public School new gym.

o Wednesday, May 6th - 8:30 a.m. Chapel led by Mrs. Duever’s 7th/8th graders;
Mrs. Duever has 23 students in her class this year.

o Monday, May 11th - No School for Linn Lutheran only. Annual Track Meet at
Alma for 1st-8th grade students; 9:00 a.m. start time.



THE LORD'S SUPPER

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad
confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words,
repent dll sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily, according to
Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
are asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are properly
instructed.

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available from our
Ushers or Elders. If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament of the Altar and our
confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.

-Rev. John Werner, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as part of your
self-examination:

D I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10)

D I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from Satan and
death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6)

D I desire to live as God wants me to. (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6)

D I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. (John
3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12)

D I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with the
bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood. (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark
4:22-24; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; Luke 22:17-20)

I:] I forgive those who have wronged me.

Morning Prayer
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and 1 pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands 1
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the

evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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Ch)tr()it (Psalm 66:3, 5, 8-9; antiphon: vv. 1-2)

Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alle- | luia.*
Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alle- | luia.

Say to God, “How awesome | are your deeds!*

So great is your power that your enemies come cringing | to you.’
Come and see what | God has done:*

he is awesome in his deeds toward the chil- | dren of man.

H

Bless our God, O | peoples;*
let the sound of his | praise be heard,

who has kept our soul among the | living*
and has not let our | feet slip.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alle- | luia.*
Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alle- | luia.

(Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter

Almighty God, You show those in error the light of Your truth so that they
may return to the way of righteousness. Grant faithfulness to all who are
admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s Church that they may avoid whatever
is contrary to their confession and follow all such things as are pleasing to
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.




010 ‘Testament Reading: Tsaiah 40:25-31

25 To whom then will you compare me,
that I should be like him? says the Holy One.
26 Lift up your eyes on high and see:
who created these?
He who brings out their host by number,
calling them all by name,
by the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power
not one is missing.
27 Why do you say, O Jacob,
and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord,
and my right is disregarded by my God”?
28 Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
29 He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might he increases strength.
30 Even youths shall faint and be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted;
31 but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.

‘Epistle Reading: 1 Peter 2:11-20

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the
day of visitation.

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it
be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish
those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will
of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of
foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as

a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone.
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the
good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing,
when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.
20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure?
But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious
thing in the sight of God.

Gospel Reading: Jobny 16:16-22

16 [Jesus said:] “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and
again a little while, and you will see me.” 17 So some of his disciples said
to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you
will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and,
‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What does
he mean by °‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.”
19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this
what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while
and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’?
20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will
rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When
a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but
when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish,
for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22 So also you
have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice,
and no one will take your joy from you.”

As ‘We Gatbher... ‘Those ‘Who ‘Wait on the Lord Shall ‘Rejoice

The people of God are pilgrims and sojourners in this world, looking ahead
to a destination yet to come. Though we are now children of God, the
fullness of what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We are those who
wait on the Lord. “The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul
who seeks him”. Jesus tells us that the wait is just a little while. “A little
while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will
see me”. Though you must experience sorrow for a time, though you must
live as strangers in a world that is at enmity with Christ, yet your sorrow
will be turned to joy when He returns. “But they who wait for the Lord shall
renew their strength”. The little while of weeping shall be replaced with an
eternity of rejoicing in the presence of Christ the crucified and risen Savior.
“And no one will take your joy from you”.
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The Furst Article

Creation

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

What does this mean?

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my
reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and
home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly
and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body
and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me

from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine

goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For ﬂpﬂég; 2026
all this it 1s my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. % % urt [ San /%7 9[ chas ler

This is most certainly true.
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