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April 12, 2026 The Second Sunday of Easter

Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. If you are a guest or visitor
with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with us again.
Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Werner, and we hope to see you
again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter. As the Music for
Meditation begins, you are invited to join in quiet, preparation time for worship.
Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

‘Liturgy - ‘Divine Service Setting Three (pg. 151)
Opening Hymn: 472 “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real”
Hymn of the Day: 470 “O Sons and Daughters of the King”
Distribution Hymn: 469 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”
Distribution Hymn: 474 “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”
Distribution Hymn: 620 “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”
Distribution Hymn: 587 “| Know My Faith Is Founded”
Closing Hymn: 468 “I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives”

‘Prayer ‘Requests
Please text or call Pastor Werner at (612) 716-4753 to submit prayer requests.
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time.
Angie Reinert, Loren Bott, JoAnn Ohlde, & Gladys Stone (nursing home);
Annette Bott (cancer)

Acolyte today - Grace Meier Acolyte April 19th - lan Ohlde

Ushers today - *Elijah Meier, Greyson Ohlde, Emitt Tiemeyer, Zac Hiltgen

Ushers April 19th-*Daniel Nabors, Hendrix Stunkel, Noah Thalmann, & Samuel Bott
Fellowship Hour LYF serving April 12th - Liam Voelker & Cade Hiltgen

Fellowship Hour LYF serving April 19th & 26th - Ben & Sam Werner

‘Upcoming Events

Apr. 12 8:30 a.m. Men’s Chorus Rehearsal
9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School
2:00 p.m. LLS Science Fair at the Zion Basement

Apr. 15 NO Midweek/Confirmation
8:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting

Apr. 19 8:30 a.m. Mixed Choir Rehearsal
9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School

Apr. 26 8:30 a.m. Mixed Choir Rehearsal
9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School & Quarterly Voters Mtg

Announcements

e LCMS Memory Verse Challenge: Ephesians 2:13-14 - “Now in Christ Jesus you
who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He
Himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his
flesh the dividing wall of hostility.”

e Linn Lutheran News:

o Sun., April 12th - Linn Lutheran Science Fair at 2:00 p.m. at Zion Basement!
Come see 1st-8th grade science boards & experiments!

o Wed., April 15th - 8:30 a.m. Chapel with Vicar Milbrath at Zion.

o Mon., April 20th - 5th-8th grade band concert at Linn Public old gym at 7 p.m.

o Tues., April 21st - Linn Lutheran School Board Meeting at 7 p.m.

o Wed., April 22nd - 1st grade/Preschool Open House at Linn Lutheran School at
6:00 p.m.! Calling all students who will be 1st graders & 3/4 year old Preschool
in the 2026/2027 school year!

e Linn Lutheran School Board is accepting mowing bids for the 2026 mowing
season. Please submit bids either in person or via email to
kelseyhatesohl@linnlutheran.eduk12.net by April 20. Mowing duties include
mowing, weed eating, cleaning grass clippings from sidewalk areas. Thank you!



THE LORD'S SUPPER

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad
confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words,
repent dll sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily, according to
Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
are asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are properly
instructed.

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available from our
Ushers or Elders. If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament of the Altar and our
confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.

-Rev. John Werner, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as part of your
self-examination:

D I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10)

D I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from Satan and
death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6)

D I desire to live as God wants me to. (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6)

D I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. (John
3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12)

D I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with the
bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood. (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark
4:22-24; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; Luke 22:17-20)

I:] I forgive those who have wronged me.

Morning Prayer
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and 1 pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands 1
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the

evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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Mtroit psaim 81:1, 74, 10, 16b; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2a)

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.

Sing aloud to | God our strength;*

shout for joy to the God of | Jacob!
In distress you called, and I de- | livered you;*

I answered you in the secret place of | thunder.
I am the | Lord your God,*

who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.
Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it;*

and with honey from the rock I would sat- | isfy you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.

(Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection
may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and
God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.




010 ‘Testament ‘Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the
Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. > And he led
me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the
valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me,
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord. s Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. ¢ And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live,
and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound,
and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. s And I looked,
and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy
to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.”
10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’
12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into
the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your
graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall
know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.”

‘Epistle Reading: 7 Jobn 5:4-10

4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world—our faith. s Who is it that overcomes the world
except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

¢ This is he who came by water and blood—1Jesus Christ; not by the water only
but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the
Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: s the Spirit and the water and the
blood; and these three agree. ¢ If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of
God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son.
10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does
not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony
that God has borne concerning his Son.

Verse (Matthew 28:7b; John 20:26a, c)

Alleluia. He has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee.
Alleluia. Fight days later Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” Alleluia.

Gospel Reading: Jobp 20:19-31

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so [ am
sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if
you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said
to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands;
and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

As ‘We Gather... ‘The ‘Wounds of Christ Give Us “Life

“For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood” (1 John
5:7). These three point to Christ and flow from Christ. Jesus shows His disciples
His hands side, from which blood and water flowed, saying “Peace be with you.”
He presents the wounds which turn our fear to gladness and which restore us to
the Father. Jesus breathes on His disciples and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit”
(John 20:23). His breath, His words are Spirit and life. They raise up our dry,
dead bones and give us new and everlasting life (Ezekiel 37:1-14). Christ now
gives His ministers to speak His forgiving, Spirit-filled words to the penitent in
His stead. Our Lord continues to come to His people, presenting His wounds to
us in the Sacraments of water and blood. He bids us to touch His side at His
table, to receive His risen body and blood in true faith, that believing we may
have life in His name.



Catechetical Review
As the head of the family should teach

them in a simple way to his houschold.

The Ten Commandments
The Eighth Commandment

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our
neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend
him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.

The Ninth Commandment

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our
neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only appears
right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it.

The Tenth Commandment

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away
our neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but
urge them to stay and do their duty.
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