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July 12, 2026 The Sixth Sunday after Trinity

Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. If you are a guest or visitor
with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with us again.
Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Werner, and we hope to see you
again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter. As the Music for
Meditation begins, you are invited to join in quiet, preparation time for worship.
Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

‘Liturgy - ‘Divine Service Setting Three (pg. 184)
Opening Hymn: 601 “All Who Believe and Are Baptized”
Hymn of the Day: 562 “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall”
Distribution Hymn: 596 “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”
Distribution Hymn: 590 “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”
Distribution Hymn: 594 “God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It”
Distribution Hymn: 642 “O Living Bread from Heaven”
Closing Hymn: 707 “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”

‘Prayer ‘Requests
Please text or call Pastor Werner at (612) 716-4753 to submit prayer requests.
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time.
Angie Reinert, Loren Bott, JoAnn Ohlde, & Gladys Stone (nursing home);
Annette Bott (cancer); Kelly Voelker (recovering from surgery); loved ones of
Ruth Henderson

Acolyte today - Grace Meier Acolyte July 19th - Jase Meier
Ushers today - *Conner Ohlde, Deavon Ohlde, Hendrix Stunkel, & Sam Werner
Ushers July 19 - *Aiden Sweet, Cade Hiltgen, Samuel Bott, & Kingston Voelker
LYF Mowing July 18 - Sam & Kate Werner

LYF Mowing July 25 - Lucious Petesch & Kingston Voelker

‘Upcoming Events

July 12 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class

July 15 8:00 p.m. Men’s Club Meeting

July 19 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Voters Assembly Meeting

July 20 7:00 p.m. Linn Lutheran School Board Meeting

July 26 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class

Announcements

e LCMS Memory Verse Challenge: Hebrews 1:1-2 - “Long ago, at many
times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but
in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed
the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world.”

e Linn Lutheran School enrollment dates for 1st-8th grade students:

o Thursday, July 30: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

o Friday, July 31: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

o Monday, Aug. 3: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

o Enrollment packets will be mailed the week of July 13, so parents have
time to fill out forms; bring those forms to enrollment. If these
enrollment times don't work, please call the school at 785-348-5792 or
message Mrs. Ann Ohlde.

e CHRIST FOR YOU this week on AM850 & KFUO.org: Tune in for “The
Reign of Heaven Stands Near”, our study of the book of Matthew on
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m. CT)! On Thy Strong Word (weekdays at
11 a.m. CT), we're discussing the book of Acts. Follow along as we pick up
with chapter 13. Stay tuned for this week’s edition of Concord Matters
(7/18 at 10 a.m. CT)! Pastor Finnern is beginning a short study on private
confession.



THE LORD'S SUPPER

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad
confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words,
repent dll sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily, according to
Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
are asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are properly
instructed.

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available from our
Ushers or Elders. If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament of the Altar and our
confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.

-Rev. John Werner, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as part of your
self-examination:

D I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10)

D I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from Satan and
death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6)

D I desire to live as God wants me to. (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6)

D I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. (John
3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12)

D I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with the
bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood. (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark
4:22-24; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; Luke 22:17-20)

I:] I forgive those who have wronged me.

Morning Prayer
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and 1 pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands 1
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the

evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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Ch)trOit (Psalm 28:1-2, 7; antiphon: vv. 8-9)

The Lord is the strength of his | people;*

he is the saving refuge of his a- | nointed.
Save your people and bless your | heritage!*

Be their shepherd and carry them for- | ever.

To you, O Lord, I call; my rock, be not | deaf to me,*
lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go
down | to the pit.
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to | you for help,*
when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctu- | ary.
The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts,
and | I am helped;*
my heart exults, and with my song I give | thanks to him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The Lord is the strength of his | people;*

he is the saving refuge of his a- | nointed.
Save your people and bless your | heritage!*

Be their shepherd and carry them for- | ever.

(Collect for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity

Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, graft into
our hearts the love of Your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with
all goodness, and of Your great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.




010 Testament Reading: Exodus 20:1-17

1 And God spoke all these words, saying,

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of slavery.

3 ““You shall have no other gods before me.

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth. s You shall not bow down to them or serve them,
for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me,
s but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord
will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

s “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. ¢ Six days you shall labor,
and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your
God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter,
your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner
who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the
land that the Lord your God is giving you.

13 “You shall not murder.

14 ““You shall not commit adultery.

15 “You shall not steal.

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

Graoual (Psaim 90:13, 1, 2b)

Return, O Lord! How long?
Have pity on your servants!

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
From everlasting to everlasting you are God.

‘Epistle Reading: Romaps 6:1-n1

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may
abound? » By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? s Do you
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? »+ We were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

s For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. ¢ We know that our old
self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has
died has been set free from sin. s Now if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. ¢+ We know that Christ being raised from the
dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the
death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.
11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:17-26

17 [Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 1s For truly, I
say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass
from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 2 For I tell you, unless
your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder;
and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.” 2 But I say to you that
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever
insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’
will be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar
and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave
your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and
then come and offer your gift. s Come to terms quickly with your accuser
while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the
judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to
you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.”



Catechetical Review

How Christians Should Be Taught To Confess

Confession
What is the Olffice of the Keys?

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given
to His Church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to
withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not
repent.

Where is this written?

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord
Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23)

What do you believe according to these words?

I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His
divine command, in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant
sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent
of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even
in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.

As ‘We Gather...  Our Oply Hope s in Christ’s Righteousness
“Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 5:20). God demands
nothing less than perfection and holiness from you in regard to His
commandments (Ex. 20:1-17). Your only hope, then, is not in your own
goodness but in the goodness of Christ, who did not come to destroy the
Law and the Prophets, but to fulfill them for you. In Christ, your
righteousness does indeed exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees. For
you have been baptized into Christ’s death and your sinful nature
crucified. Therefore, he who has died has been freed from sin (Rom.
6:1-11). You are now raised with Christ to walk in newness of life and to
share in His resurrection on the Last Day. Christ has brought you
through the baptismal sea “out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery” (Ex. 20:2). Therefore, “consider yourselves dead to sin and alive
to God in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:11).
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